HAPPY TAIL SYNDROME - Damage caused to tails of dogs with an exuberant nature such as the Boxer-
usually have to be amputated due to poor healing rate. Much more traumatic and costly to have to
amputate later in life vs as a young 2-3 day old pup. It is my opinion that it is more inhumane to leave the
tail on the Boxer vs removing it at an early age. Photos at end - | would not subject my beloved Boxers to
this therefore no puppy leaves my home with a tail.

Here are just a few of the stories from various blogs- | just copy and pasted, so any
spelling or grammatical errors, are those of the original poster.

Re: Tails or stumps, what's your bag?

« Reply #16 on: January 16, 2010, 05:06:07 PM »

Hi! | am a Veterinary Technician and | work for a Specialty hospital. We see alot of
Boxers who have full tails that injure them and have to have them docked. | personally
like them either way. But | feel that docking the tails is not just cosmetic, it is for their
health. Having tails docked or surgically removed when they are older is a lot worse
than doing it when they are puppies. My female boxer has a very large nubbin, it is
almost half a tail, and she wags it so fast that | could see that if she had a full tail she
would have most likely broken it at one point if it was a full tail.

Re: Tails or stumps, what's your bag?

« Reply #25 on: February 03, 2010, 08:39:23 PM »

As i put in my last post boo my 2 yr old boxer had 2 have her tail amputated, it was an
awful week for her before i told the vets to take it off. We coundnt get it heal, it was
bandaged, but very sore for her because off infections. when i picked her up after the
operation, she was like a new girl ! | wouldnt have had it done had there been no
problems, but now ive seen the damage a waggy boxer can do to its tail...sorry but i
think docking is for the best.

Sarah 5 years ago

| love boxers and rotties, and while | agree that docked they just look cuter, | am not
sure what | think about actually doing it. I have known boxers without docked tails and
they have all had problems breaking it while wagging it and hitting it against the wall,
door, etc.

ChristaS 4 years ago

It is clear to me that most of you commenting have not had to live with the pain and the
heartache of having a dog with a tail that should have been docked at birth. | am a
HUGE dog lover and advocate for the humane treatment of animals. | got my first boxer
from a breeder over a year and a half ago (he has his tail docked). He is the happiest,
sweetest, and most playful dog | have ever had the pleasure of being around. 2 months
ago | decided to adopt another boxer from the Humane Society. | found a beautiful and
sweet brindle boxer girl with a tail who had been picked up as a stray. She was
heartbreakingly skinny and you could see almost every bone in her body. She was the
first boxer | had ever enountered with a tail. At first | didn't think anything of it. | thought it
was adorable to see her wag her tail with so much enthusiasm when she got excited. It
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actullay made me wonder why boxers generally get thier tails docked in the first place. |
soon found out why. After only one week with my new baby, the tip of her tail had split
open after smacking against a doorway when she was excited. There was blood
everywhere! The vet recomended that we wrap the tail with gauze, an acewrap, and
medical tape. She hated this. We would have to change the wrapping every few days to
clean the wound and at night she would often tear it off herself. It has been almost 2
months and her tail has not healed. In fact it has gotten worse. Everytime she gets
excited her tail smacks against something else causing terrible pain. We are fighting
infection after infection and the poor girl is in constant pain. She is up most of the night
whining because of the awful pain in her tail. Even the pain meds given to her is not
enough to ease her. She will be getting a tail amputation tommorrow which breaks my
heart. The vet says it's the only option. This procedure is NOT easy! Now that she is an
adult and the bone is fully developed in her tail, painful recovery can take up to 6 weeks
and she may suffer from many awful LONGTERM side affects such as phantom tail pain
and artirial damamge. | am not speaking for any other breeds, but it is HUMANE to dock
a boxer's tail 2-5 days after birth. Genetically, the bone in thier tail is weak (even as an
adult) and can cause a lifetime of pain and suffeing if not properly docked. My vet
actually believes that it is inhumane not to dock a boxer puppy's tail, as he has seen
several cases similar to mine, where the dog is suffering unbearable pain as an adult
and then has to endure the trauma of amputation as an adult. Yes, perhaps mother
nature intended for boxers to have thier tails. Im sure she also didn't intent for them to
be domesticated and cross bred for the sake of creating "the ideal dog". If all dogs were
running in the wild as I'm sure "mother nature intended," these dogs would not have to
worry about breaking thier tails on doorways, walls, and tables when they are excited.
Because circumcision is painful to infant males should it be considered wrong or even
illegal to perform circumcisions on them? No. | can't speak for any other breeds but not
docking a boxer's tail at birth is cruel. | am completely against tail docking and any other
procedure on dogs for solely a cosmetic purpose, but for breeds like the boxer, having a
docked tail is necessary to thier health and well being. Allowing a boxer suffer through
months of pain due to constant tail injury is much more cruel than allowing them to go
through the short process of tail docking as a puppy.

andy 4 years ago

We have just had to have our 9 month old boxers tail amputated. This was caused by
excessive wagging as anyone who knows boxers will appreciate. As previuosly stated
by someone with knowledge rather than ignorance the circulation in the tail is poor so
healing once there is damage is unlikely. He has had to go through more pain now he is
older and had grown used to his tail. The scar will probably be bigger and not so neat
now. Docking in the first place would have been much simpler than for him to adjust to
having no tail now. My vet (who i've been going to for 19 years) who is fantastic and
very knowledgable says this isn't as unusual as many people think, having to dock
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certain breeds. Many people commenting on here against docking do so out of an
uneducated and emmotional basis. A tail on a boxer is nice to see but totally impracticle
given their over exhuberance.

Kristina 4 years ago

| am all for docking tails (in large breed dogs) and | understand where everybody who is
against comes from. | currently live in the UK where it is illegal. Because | couldn't have
my Boxer's tail docked | am now in the situation where | have to due to her constantly
banging it on everything and it won't heal anymore. The vet told me by law they have to
"try" to heal the tale before docking it, but what he unspokenly said is that he
recommends getting it docked because there is no chance of it healing. What frustrates
me is that my dog would not have been in this situation if we were in the States because
she would have had her tail docked. Now my dog has to get use to the fact she doesn't
have a tail and will be in more pain since her tail muscles and nerves are already
developed more than it was at a few days old.

Deborah 3 years ago

With a boxer of 3.5 years who has just broken his tail AGAIN for the fifth time | am pro
docking Boxers. Boxer are an excitable breed they wag and they wag hard. And every
Vet ive visited is to scared about there appearance because of the law passed to make
docking illegal unless medically required that they wont help my dog. I'm getting his tail
dock soon and despite you thinking its cruel. He would've have endured A LOT less pain
had it been done as a pup. With pain meds. And not being able to wag is a
misconception they can wag sooo000 hard even with a docked tail. Do we really have to
wait an see if our dog is going to snap its tail cry in pain for hours until the vet resets it
and splints it and then the recovery is weeks of pain meds.When Boxers are known to
break, hurt bruise cut open their tails. We always say prevention is better than cure but |
guess the only ppl who can understand are owners of boxers who have broken and hurt
their tail so many times. They know the look my dog gave me 5 mins ago. And its
pleading "mum please fix this" and | cant its illegal! My boxer gets walked twice a day
most days the days he only gets walked once it is a 3-4hr walk in bushland! He has 2
play dates a week and he has broken his tail 5 TIMES!

Im form Iceland and not so good in english... :S

But here's the thing...

My 16 months old boxer has bad tail damage, catching his long tail on door edges and
other stuff. | have talked to the vet and he tried to help him.. but it did not go so well...
So | was wondering... does anyone know of a similiar problem here?
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tanks

They call it 'happy tail'. And yeah it happens often enough.

okey.. | don't know anyone personally in iceland who has this kinda problem... so it
would be good if anyone could shere what they did with the tail? Does this stop.. or do

they most often have to take it all off?

I've heard that the only cure is to dock the tail, but maybe the vet people on here will
know better.

it is also called wet tail & several other names.
dogs with big heavy tails such as danes, labs, dalmations, etc are very prone to it.

happy tail does best describe it because it comes from wagging it very hard in small
spaces such as a crate or against a wall. it gets damaged & bleeds, then gets infected.

yes, I'm afraid the only cure will be to have it amputated. it will be healthier for the dog &
cheaper in the long run. I'm sure it is painful too.

| have also seen this several times, and we always dock the tail.

But is'nt harder to do it when he is this old? I'm not sure they can do it in iceland.. They
say it is not legal to take more then thay need to and they are very afraid to take it all
cuz they thing it will get infection.

| think that while it may be illegal to dock for no reason it's probably allowed for medical
reasons. I've known a few dogs who've gone through it and they seem to be just fine
afterwards. | would seriously look into getting it done, that picture doesn't look to comfy!

http://www.cdb.org/boxer_tail.htm

http://www.cdb.org/letters.htm

http://petvector.com/health/health-0699.html

http://www.reddit.com/r/Boxer/comments/2fu7ci/
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